
 
 
 
 

 
California's loss was East Tennessee's gain. 
 

As a young man,  Troy Haydon chose to go east –  
leaving San Diego, Calif., to attend Middle Tennessee State  
University, then to complete his Masters at the University of  
Tennessee -- plus more post-graduate work at Gallaudet University in Washington, D.C. 
 

Then came a life he thoroughly enjoyed: teaching, especially hearing-impaired students, and 
coaching football, basketball and track. Thirty of his 34 years of his coaching and teaching were at 
Tennessee School for the Deaf in the Island Home community. 
 

Haydon will relate some of his experiences at TSD when he speaks to the Lake Forest Presbyterian 
Church  Lunch Bunch on May 22 at 11:30 a.m. 
 

His introduction to TSD and deaf students came in 1960 when he accepted a graduate-assistant 
teaching job there while working on his advanced degree at UT. Eight years later, Haydon became 
dissatisfied because of an unkept promise by a supervisor and headed back to San Diego with his 
young wife, Virginia. 
 

“You don't know how close I came to becoming a San Diego policeman,” Haydon said, shortly after 
being asked to speak to the Lunch Bunch. “I had planned to teach, but teaching positions out there 
were hard to come by. I passed the examination to become a policeman, then I got a call from 
Willard  Brown (South High School football coach and athletic director), asking me to join his staff. 
Virginia and I made the trip from San Diego to Knoxville in two days.” 
 

A year later, Haydon was hired by Carson-Newman College to coach the track team.  Three years 
after that, he was back at TSD teaching and coaching three sports.  This time the stay was 22 years, 
much of it as athletic director as he continued to coach. 
 

He took on a new role as AD: raising money to send TSD athletes (boys and girls) to the World 
Deaf Olympics – more than $200,000 through the help of former Knoxville News-Sentinel sports 
editor Tom Siler. Swimmer Jimmy Davenport won gold (200 backstroke and 400 medley relay) 
and silver (100 backstroke) in 1981. In track, Renonia Fowler won silver in the womens 200 dash 
and 400 relay in 1973; Wallace Hughes took two silver (110 hurdles and pentathlon) in 1969, and 
Willie Poplar earned a silver in the shot put in 1973. 
 

All that time of coaching and sacrifice, and the coach never saw his athletes compete in the 
international events. But he created wonderful memories for some talented young student athletes. 
 

Troy and his wife Virginia live in Tellico  Village, enjoying retirement on the golf course and lake. 
 

Lunch Bunch 

Tuesday, May 22, at 11:30 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall 
Cost of lunch is $5.00 


