
 

 

Lunch Bunch 

Tuesday, March 27 at 11:30 a.m. 

in the Fellowship Hall 

Cost of lunch is $5.00 

                                                                     When Lake Forest Presbyterian minister Mark Curtis  
                                           awakes Easter morning he’ll not be among those    
                                           caught in the April Fools’ Day trap. 
 

He’s fully aware that the last time Easter and April Fools’ Day coincided was 1956. Has it been more than 60 
years since New York Yankees pitcher Don Larsen pitched a perfect in the World Series? No foolin’. 
 

Could you imagine the Sunday morning when Christ vacated the tomb and Mary Magdalene told the disciples 
that Jesus was alive? Their reaction might’ve been, “You’re not pulling that April Fools’ joke on me.” Well, that 
didn’t happen because April Fools’ Day didn’t exist until 1700. 

 

What is Easter? One definition from the internet: The most important and oldest festival of the Christian Church, 
celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ and held between March 21 and April 25, on the first Sunday after 
the first full moon following the northern spring equinox. Also, the period in which Easter occurs, especially the 
weekend from Good Friday to Easter Monday. 
 

Mark will talk a bit about Easter and its importance at the Lunch Bunch’s gathering at 11:30 a.m. March 27 in 
the Fellowship Hall. The price of lunch is $5.   

 

There’s no doubt that Mark enjoys a bit of humor, but the celebration of Easter by far outweighs the tom foolery 
of April Fools’ Day.  What happened the morning that Christ arose from the dead is the very basis for Christianity 
and belief that there is life beyond death. 
 

Since he will soon embark on his fifth year as pastor at Lake Forest Mark might reflect on some of the goals he 
set for Lake Forest, and their outcome. Also, what does he expect for the future of Lake Forest? 
 

He has given strong support to the Lunch Bunch and has hardly missed a gathering of LFPC members and 
neighbors during his four-plus years. 
 

Mark was reared in Northern California and became very active in a church youth group where he learned to 
play guitar. After high school he had hoped to become a journalism major and also contemplated attending law 
school. Instead he got a degree in political science at California, Berkeley. He still had a strong attraction to the 
church so he chose to attend Princeton (NJ) Theological Seminary. 
 

In 2006, Mark accepted a call to become youth director and associate pastor  
of New Providence Presbyterian Church in Maryville, where he honed his skills 
in preaching and pastoral care. He was hired as minister at First Presbyterian  
Church in Fulton, Mo., in 2013 but left for East Tennessee six weeks later  
when when offered the chance to pastor Lake Forest. 
 

Mark met Diana, who grew up in Nashville and graduated from Carson-Newman 
College, while he was pastor at New Providence. They were married in 2011.  
She is an Elder at Lake Forest, heads the Spiritual Care Committee and sings in  
the chancel choir. Diana also teaches English at Maryville College. 
 

Mark enjoys spending time with his family, which includes sons Daniel and Asher, riding his bike and cheering for 
the Oakland Athletics, University of California Bears and Tennessee Titans. 
 


