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From the Pastor...                

 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a 
time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a 
time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, 

and a time to dance.”  – Ecclesiastes 3:1-4 

Roland asked me a little over a month ago if I would speak to our Lunch Bunch group in March about the 
(humorous?) occurrence this year of Easter falling on April 1st – April Fools’ Day. As I was preparing for 
the lunch, I realized just how rare, and fitting, this “coincidence” really is. 
  
It’s a rare, because the last time Easter fell on April Fools’ Day was in 1956. It has to do with quirks 
involved in dating Easter against the Gregorian calendar; these quirks cause the two events to coincide 
only occasionally. After 2018, the next time will be 2029, and then again in 2040 – but after that, it won’t 
happen again in this century. 
  
And it is fitting because, while April Fools’ Day is not significant in Christianity, there is an old Easter 
custom that was started by the Greeks in the early centuries of Christianity, called “Holy Humor Sunday.” 
You may already know that Holy Humor Sunday, or “Bright Sunday,” as it is also known, celebrates 
Jesus’ resurrection on the Sunday after Easter. The tradition started as a way to celebrate the Easter 
Season with "Holy Hilarity" or "Holy Humor.” The idea came out writings of the early church 
theologians, who reasoned that God had played the ultimate practical joke on the devil by raising Jesus 
from the dead. The idea is that on Good Friday, when Jesus was crucified, the devil thought he had won. 
But God had the last laugh on Easter when he raised Jesus from the dead. 
  
So for centuries, in Eastern Orthodox, Catholic, and Protestant churches, the week following Easter 
Sunday, including “Bright Sunday” (the Sunday after Easter), the church participated in “days of joy and 
laughter” with parties and picnics to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection. Preachers were encouraged to include 
humorous stories in their post-Easter sermons, with the hopes that the church would be filled with joyful 
laughter. The early church theologians called it, “Risus paschalis” – the Easter Laugh. Churchgoers and 
pastors would also play practical jokes on each other, drenched each other with water, told jokes,  
sang silly songs, and danced ‘til they couldn’t dance no more.  
 
 
 
  
I don’t know that we will take it quite that far, but I do think we should give Bright Sunday a shot! So, I 
hope you’ll come to church the Sunday after Easter (April 8th) as we celebrate Bright Sunday and 
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He is not here; 
He has risen,  
Just as He said. 

 
CELEBRATE THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 1 
at 10:45 a.m. 
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Make your plans now  
to be a part of our annual 

Father-Son Camp 
The cost is $75, 

$60 for boys 
5 -10 years old and $30 for 

boys under 4.  
A sign-up sheet for this year’s 

camp is in the narthex. 
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The Session 
will meet Tuesday, 

April 17, 
at 7:00 p.m. 
in the YAYF 
Classroom 
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   A well-executed performance most always warrants a 

curtain call.  So, the Smokyland Sound entertained the Lake 

Forest Presbyterian Lunch Bunch with Christmas carols a 

couple of years ago and they’ll blend their voices again with 

some 1920s and 1930s songs on April 24. The program will 

be in the church Fellowship Hall at 11:30 a.m.  

 

The cost of lunch is $5 per person. Reservations may be made by calling the church office (865-577-

1895), by leaving a pew pad note or send an e-mail (office@lakeforestpc.org). The format will change for 

this program. The Three Nice Guys will sing before lunch is served. 

 

The four – Ron DuBois,  J.J. Duffy, Wayne Missaggia and   John Shelton – are one of several quartets 

which make up the Smokyland Sound. DuBois, who sings tenor, has sung with Smokyland for 47 years. 

Duffy is the lead singer, Missaggia the bass and Shelton the baritone. 

"We’ve had three lead singers since our group formed,” DuBois said. “Some dropped out or moved away, 

but I’ve managed to hold on somehow.” 

 

DuBois, the only member of the original Three Nice Guys when they organized in 1992, said, “Our  

endeavor is to keep the whole world singing.” 

 

And sing, they do. They practice more than an hour each week, go for a bite to eat afterwards then join 

the Smokyland Sound chorus for another practice session. They enjoy a bit of humor, so they will keep 

the performance upbeat – guaranteed. 

 

The Men’s Barbershop Harmon Society organized in 1938 at Tulsa, Okla., and the Smokyland Sound 

incorporated in 1958 with 50 members, DuBois said. More than 28,000 are members in the U.S. and 

Canada.  

 
The Lunch Bunch meets at 11:30 a.m. April 24 in the                                                                             
Fellowship Hall at Lake Forest Presbyterian Church.                                                                                               
The cost of lunch is $5.  

Lunch Bunch 

Tuesday, April 24 

at 11:30 a.m.                              

in the Fellowship Hall 

Cost of lunch is $5.00 

  (Tenor Ron DuBois, lead J.J. Duffy, 

bass Wayne Missaggia and                                     

baritone John Shelton (from left)                             

of  the Smokyland Sound's                                  

Three Nice Guys will perform for                           

Lake Forest Presbyterian's                   

Lunch Bunch  on April 24.) 
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FAMILY PROMISE 
HOST WEEK 
CONTINUES 
THROUGH 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 

The cost is $75, 
$60 for boys 

5 -10 years old and 
$30 for boys under 4.  

A sign-up sheet for 
this year’s camp is in 

the narthex. 



 

      Lake Forest Presbyterian Church 
        714 E. Lake Forest Drive 
        Knoxville, Tennessee  37920 
        Phone: (865) 577-2800 

  Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
  Worship 10:45 a.m. 

 

www.lakeforestpc.org 
www.facebook.com/lakeforestpc 
www.twitter.com/lakeforestpc 
 

Deadline for the  
May FOCUS is  

Tuesday, April 26 

Hello April! 

http://www.lakeforestpc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/lakeforestpc

